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Calling the absconding father to book regarding his 

maintenance duties towards his minor offspring left 

behind after his stealthy emigration 

Jean C. Sonnekus is an Orinarius Professor at the Private Law University of 

Johannesburg and an Advocate admitted at the Supreme Court of South 

Africa since May 1973.  His qualifications include BA Law, LLB, LLM (RAU 

– South Africa), Drs Iur; LLD (Leiden Netherlands). He specialises in private 
law, law of husband and wife, property law, matrimonial property law, law 

of real security, law of succession, law of unjustified enrichment, law of 

estoppel. Among his abundant publications, the most recent books in 

English are The Law of Estoppel in South Africa (3rd ed., 2012) and Unjustified 

Enrichment in South African Law (2017). 
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